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Spring Peeper © J. Meissen  

Greetings! 
 

Another FrogWatch USA monitoring season has ended, and it 
was a fantastic 17th year of the program! Based on data 
submitted to date, nearly 12,600 species observations were 
recorded at over 850 wetland sites in 2015 - go online and 
see where. Thank you to each and every volunteer for your 
contributions to this robust and important collection of data. 
We look forward to your continued participation in 2016! 

  

Enter and Explore Data Online 
 
FrogWatch USA observations are collected from 
February 1st through August 31st each year. Be sure 
that all your data from the 2015 season are entered 
into FrogWatch-FieldScope, and continue to practice 
frog & toad call identification during the off-season. 
Although we encourage you to submit data directly 
online, you may also email datasheet copies 
to frogwatch@aza.org or mail in hard copies if needed. 
 

FrogWatch USA data have been collected since 1998 and wetland monitoring sites have been 
registered in every state, along with Washington DC, Puerto Rico, and the US Virgin Islands. 
This entire dataset is available online. Use the mapping and graphing tools to explore the 
data on your own. Customize maps or graphs based on your own interests, and share them 
with your family, friends, and other FrogWatch USA volunteers. Maps and graphs are a great 
way to visualize data, examine frog and toad patterns over the years, and see how species 
are distributed across states. 
 
Consult the many available resources related to online data entry and exploration, including 
a free, interactive online course. Your chapter coordinator is also a great resource! There are 

 

American Toad © Briski 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oNqMfcxHVptQggooRvIGvWK9vt3RPwgs3G1cUym8RqV23nC8GETKPWgv2b6wpIy7itcwQhzYtBfIDPkEQuwZsiY0_Z0Tpl4j4-hzaoPSoaPlGHPffdJi12c58y5oJO24RknIRJe0MwlhkE109yxF3doOXZjxuKdPoFBE4xAjMgE=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oNqMfcxHVptQggooRvIGvWK9vt3RPwgs3G1cUym8RqV23nC8GETKPWgv2b6wpIy7itcwQhzYtBfIDPkEQuwZsiY0_Z0Tpl4j4-hzaoPSoaPlGHPffdJi12c58y5oJO24RknIRJe0MwlhkE109yxF3doOXZjxuKdPoFBE4xAjMgE=&c=&ch=
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=6da385d9-0510-45a1-9c8a-8571e03b8952&c=21e32ae0-40de-11e3-9546-d4ae52712b64&ch=24139f70-40de-11e3-954d-d4ae52712b64#LETTER.BLOCK96
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=6da385d9-0510-45a1-9c8a-8571e03b8952&c=21e32ae0-40de-11e3-9546-d4ae52712b64&ch=24139f70-40de-11e3-954d-d4ae52712b64#LETTER.BLOCK96
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=6da385d9-0510-45a1-9c8a-8571e03b8952&c=21e32ae0-40de-11e3-9546-d4ae52712b64&ch=24139f70-40de-11e3-954d-d4ae52712b64#LETTER.BLOCK60
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=6da385d9-0510-45a1-9c8a-8571e03b8952&c=21e32ae0-40de-11e3-9546-d4ae52712b64&ch=24139f70-40de-11e3-954d-d4ae52712b64#LETTER.BLOCK92
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=6da385d9-0510-45a1-9c8a-8571e03b8952&c=21e32ae0-40de-11e3-9546-d4ae52712b64&ch=24139f70-40de-11e3-954d-d4ae52712b64#LETTER.BLOCK95
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=6da385d9-0510-45a1-9c8a-8571e03b8952&c=21e32ae0-40de-11e3-9546-d4ae52712b64&ch=24139f70-40de-11e3-954d-d4ae52712b64#LETTER.BLOCK95
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=6da385d9-0510-45a1-9c8a-8571e03b8952&c=21e32ae0-40de-11e3-9546-d4ae52712b64&ch=24139f70-40de-11e3-954d-d4ae52712b64#LETTER.BLOCK73
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=6da385d9-0510-45a1-9c8a-8571e03b8952&c=21e32ae0-40de-11e3-9546-d4ae52712b64&ch=24139f70-40de-11e3-954d-d4ae52712b64#LETTER.BLOCK73
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=6da385d9-0510-45a1-9c8a-8571e03b8952&c=21e32ae0-40de-11e3-9546-d4ae52712b64&ch=24139f70-40de-11e3-954d-d4ae52712b64#LETTER.BLOCK73
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oNqMfcxHVptQggooRvIGvWK9vt3RPwgs3G1cUym8RqV23nC8GETKPWHRO2sow7t5XoIPsOSYrK8J2k1jq8gI-n3iGWEVkeXbntx-vuUX6KC4pH-QCiHFYo5HXc8zVzpdqzNqpA--VH3gYj2TLN9K-JWBau3h90MKqPayY4ZgRh7EF3IGUcpj8f6pFHnVAhqGH2mbMbzm3I0=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oNqMfcxHVptQggooRvIGvWK9vt3RPwgs3G1cUym8RqV23nC8GETKPWHRO2sow7t5waJjuwd3mCELmohT3nrsybiaqxW5Afsh8JX3UFUnIG3mxL5knteoe1gMYar3XlqJyrI_WWUhoss62T-N70bnR6PYSsyH4ivzcObThk8etgQIbzzwzcGOvA==&c=&ch=
mailto:frogwatch@aza.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oNqMfcxHVptQggooRvIGvWK9vt3RPwgs3G1cUym8RqV23nC8GETKPWgv2b6wpIy7pYitcXsNhsic5uNGs5kJLRk1WuaZYFkZHnVfwKjdRyFW0C-T7VKP6MPphCGYW6_qmCMxEpaLlilrjCk37KdoVQSsJxBHjerrLrdDyIqqTp4WWBTz5Y6SlsBVwSga-WJ01m9OVO9yz2tZGW8awm9CNw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oNqMfcxHVptQggooRvIGvWK9vt3RPwgs3G1cUym8RqV23nC8GETKPWHRO2sow7t5QFeENnuaDpdwDTJzdRD73WvmNXq_YudzhgwNnpl4RympbpiFXKzbEMM_i02QPL9NDt3ucfr4zq-PtWuxrhaxytnbjkZx1DD_c3ktktYts042DkTnkchlKXYMtXZ4SaTUFO5aKcQmtXZAHhpFnlhjPy93I2Ll_Q_RtpKtfegds8a0kh_DVS7R2J9DghI5Ah6B&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oNqMfcxHVptQggooRvIGvWK9vt3RPwgs3G1cUym8RqV23nC8GETKPWgv2b6wpIy7itcwQhzYtBfIDPkEQuwZsiY0_Z0Tpl4j4-hzaoPSoaPlGHPffdJi12c58y5oJO24RknIRJe0MwlhkE109yxF3doOXZjxuKdPoFBE4xAjMgE=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oNqMfcxHVptQggooRvIGvWK9vt3RPwgs3G1cUym8RqV23nC8GETKPWgv2b6wpIy7PAJCJO5kNomqJBkh19vrPLeSVJkFIFxSwYYalDtrWzlsyhqObTG4U1NLy_gE1um35OKgtV3fpppiHOO3I2HqTnuYLEwzvvEPL7Rn9FVf_H1M7JdAYKTuMg==&c=&ch=


currently 132 chapters in 39 states and DC; 10 were established just this year. General 
questions about the program, as always, can be directed to frogwatch@aza.org. 

Thank You, Volunteers! 
- 

FrogWatch USA has an incredibly dedicated volunteer base. We wanted to recognize the 
following volunteers for their hard work and consistent monitoring for (at least!) the past five 
years: 
 

Barbara F. (SC) Bonnie B. (MD) Cathy M. (IN) Chris H. (TN) 

Dave & Kate L. (VA) Denise W. (MD) Dolores R. (VA) Don & Barb L. (MD) 

Karen G. (IN) Ken P. (MD) Lorri G. (CA) Lynn F. (WA) 

Marggie F. (IN) Meo C. (MD) Pam F. (MD) Rene I. (MD) 

Ron D. (MD) Sabrina F. (MD) Scott N. (IN) Sue M. (MD) 

Susan W. (MA) Terri G. (IN) Tracy L. (OH) Woody M. (MD) 

 
We also wanted to give a special thank you to all who completed the recent FrogWatch-
FieldScope evaluation, which was administered over the summer. Your feedback is greatly 
appreciated and will be used to improve the FrogWatch USA experience moving forward. 

What Did Volunteers Hear? 
- 
In 2015, 92 unique frog and toad species were reported 
by FrogWatch USA volunteers. The most frequently 
reported species were the: 

 Spring Peeper 

 Green Frog 

 Gray Treefrog 

 Green Treefrog 

 American Bullfrog 

 American Toad 

Do you have any fun images or recordings of these species from your monitoring visits? Share 
images and videos on our Facebook page! 

 

Green Frog © A. Russell 

Where Do Frogs Go in the Winter? 
 
Although summer is full of nighttime noises - chirps, 
croaks, clicks, and more - winter is fairly quiet. Ever 
wondered what the frogs are up to? 
 
Many actually hibernate! Aquatic species like the 
Leopard Frog and American Bullfrog tend to hibernate in 
streambeds or pond bottoms, partially buried in the 
mud near oxygenated water. In contrast, terrestrial 
species like Woodhouse's Toads and Spring Peepers 

burrow in the soil or hide out in rock crevices and logs. During hibernation, frogs become 
partially frozen on the outside, but never become fully frozen on the inside due to their 
body's biochemistry. Their hearts even stop beating - but these amazing creatures thaw and 

 

Woodhouse's Toad © W. Flaxington 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oNqMfcxHVptQggooRvIGvWK9vt3RPwgs3G1cUym8RqV23nC8GETKPWHRO2sow7t5oRLd7yzQyxo4PLdaoDcHW1f6WTSwyFcQXf-rSsxJHCE-yrNTYH7ieRHWpK7diKKOJZTpE1CGv9dee56r8Lu4jKu-SIyT51_qK1MKjz7dNzE5jA4eJ8P4T-9DduVvPjyVFteq8Q-4oXORF_nIaErIJg==&c=&ch=
mailto:frogwatch@aza.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oNqMfcxHVptQggooRvIGvWK9vt3RPwgs3G1cUym8RqV23nC8GETKPXzsOfp-ZehWRI6bddk4axHwZLKtlUDZ8K2-JAN2DusPaAiLLhQT3NpTEwCJk2FW92Nep8hq_cgZlCnjpauILfcgzBhxV5FeupvurdADNrKXpZKUNWgLcaFrNHz-NVFeDdahf-6Al2JXc3sj0ovsXiEGAeyHiAa7Ia4wez0PuZgeMZ2zcWZcU_Ts490YMWusG65P1PMhHqOKl-AiD4I_iG-UA0BUyzoRzk2wKGeMnXmI2WGxauVIB2QPhUzwPJqlVjh-fwxg6n_fm0dHYWr2uVNXPrkU8Ke5zg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oNqMfcxHVptQggooRvIGvWK9vt3RPwgs3G1cUym8RqV23nC8GETKPUkmbmw_irVx6comLcx_pwM1YvfzGQagZBBNJ8EoC4Ewqg7-6J40sx8hMKE-RvOlWQnzlB2h2dogiORY-tZmUT-gn6mKWJz1BOEwkeRz8UhtTmf6vco13WIAAOUDH0pwShm9N39uaR6iGwJwWLoA7vrSzgE4an3iHE8g_lUiaOET1CGbLXOrjGXQFWPRhRBGZqC-dRKdrGZq-qRU8r5YppNBrdHXJL0gvuyZbfyIvG9R4RLvrjEXi5UAf74EjjBEimti1H0xgCVJm1PY2EWLIMM=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oNqMfcxHVptQggooRvIGvWK9vt3RPwgs3G1cUym8RqV23nC8GETKPUkmbmw_irVx9cnPCt9RFr0DLNTKusCW0gE9wipYvM7tOI1ydlmCwchP6LTrq4Gy27ZW55nnJ5z-NQnN0JaKw6LuVaRVi--TCysNffDPVaY_bTJgAxKf3zMjrWwYByn7LV7FCyqSrzIXE5u3DAI3PVFulMjXwz8H4XN0S4fA1VQutGgxMi-a8xTvrdaCVLlQ4YW8d_vOAn0LwtfuPlma51uM5pimISpjfMtITwCry9bdTL7-qhfE0WSPbVAcz_WcpsyQNY5GJiPGIxY5tb4BuSaak4fRfiXQ6A==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oNqMfcxHVptQggooRvIGvWK9vt3RPwgs3G1cUym8RqV23nC8GETKPUkmbmw_irVxKReKDToijWMZoLhim-SWQLfYQsJIavYLLB2Il-HQs-4bKR_W-9xWhIdyBdmYvwb917LLwiCJYaQwEY9BNKv0RLGuNq6GTt5RwThiXgiDkHarE1zUra0dqsbFkbpY9O9E8wRLZZgnsxwTO2ZSnyogfSQ7y0t-NNy1FR94I3fGOC8AlxynTFb6lOdlRYjCILN57x_Z5qhCnrytg6DMsCAq1jP671wVqSeO6X3kNx8naKAHtUGbf4CkpaULJPYNggvPP9LzIvlx9HI=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oNqMfcxHVptQggooRvIGvWK9vt3RPwgs3G1cUym8RqV23nC8GETKPUkmbmw_irVxDdMOB6mEcTOQuT4QlJ27LVjJbIUMcZfFj6E1SHRZU9zHteBk9OvktH_NvAQlBUYQ5xahwT49Te30yONnLANOai-dymX9UqP8otV7ONMvMy-BIxYJrgSYxy4JbCSfdSAPuav-VCBNEgTdsXmCZtF0kTTDRQt_vXqvy8E2I41Xp0cKMvbsyIcWL0QFT58IPvNwXmYyaBKBXcrYyODSVHSKKSSH-GPkbFRo_jFp5aQjtUj8HmhgD6Q1T0Y17IQD18_-VWguTAUmr0_6RNCEXyc1-w==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oNqMfcxHVptQggooRvIGvWK9vt3RPwgs3G1cUym8RqV23nC8GETKPXzsOfp-ZehW4ua3PyG7VGua-tvRBJxc3kDVuzYvKb7na_0-4xxhW6pYRWfjYWnAzXEz55u6ZQ1gW0V63HX5i66b1Z6Vaap26lSsb4wIoTdY8uy4Bh9SI69lKdmsGPCYtwZIxihOUscRp_TO4q07FMm_ECmOSb3ggybIExFR2gVzjuR4XURqDyb_taUEznczV1Lpsutevdgj2_xl8u22fJ38AUCdhynAPGFNi7d0Ma8asJQXJNLb6o8f3xFkZ1x49PtPJkg7_wLvOEUSkpBb9VashkmPHV2weg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oNqMfcxHVptQggooRvIGvWK9vt3RPwgs3G1cUym8RqV23nC8GETKPWgv2b6wpIy7XuY3ZNPglYiZNDE0CMossl9HCs8fdl4cTe5CGw9qyPJSDBK0M59kUciglKCCDite1f8jd97HzJjpfKCvOppb0oSy-EjqvBFfzOFKBOaYkcYBCAXIcTc6FsNTK3YJx6W7&c=&ch=


reawaken in the spring every year! 

The Larger World of Crowdsourcing and Citizen Science       
 

 
The White House's Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) and 
Domestic Policy Council (DPC) recently hosted a recorded webcast on 
citizen science titled "Open Science and Innovation: Of the People, by 
the People, for the People". The forum brought together stakeholders 
from the government, citizen scientists, students, researchers, and more 
to engage in a discussion on how to design citizen science projects to 
solve real-world problems. In addition, the OSTP released the Federal 

Crowdsourcing and Citizen Science Toolkit, which includes fantastic resources and case 
studies. If you are interested in learning more about citizen science initiatives like FrogWatch 
USA, we encourage you to explore the toolkit! 
 
 
We are pleased to announce that the Association of Zoos & Aquariums is one 
of several organizations that has partnered with theCitizen Science 
Association (CSA) to coordinate a nationwide Citizen Science Day on April 
16th, 2016. Look for or help plan activities that celebrate citizen science, 
explore other programs out there, and be sure to monitor your FrogWatch 

USA site that day to honor your own engagement in citizen science. 

 
Finally, we are thrilled to share that, in June, the Association of Zoos & 
Aquariums joined the National Pollinator Garden Network and is 
supporting the Million Pollinator Garden Challenge. This nationwide 
crowdsourcing effort will create and support habitat for bees, 
butterflies, birds, bats and other pollinators across the country. Help us 
all reach a million gardens by visiting 

http://millionpollinatorgardens.org/ and putting your pollinator garden on the map! 
 

Stay Connected 
 

         

 

Green 
Treefrog  © Eumeldingens 

 

 

  

We hope you had a lovely summer - see you next year! 

Sincerely, 

Arslan & Shelly 
The AZA FrogWatch USA Team 

Association of Zoos & Aquariums 
8403 Colesville Road, Suite 710 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
frogwatch@aza.org 
www.frogwatch.org 
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oNqMfcxHVptQggooRvIGvWK9vt3RPwgs3G1cUym8RqV23nC8GETKPWHRO2sow7t5ZPbEF-fl8UaUBpSrx0gdnVhYSQpUvCCyL9Xx1f6MKUOK381mJWuroP1vUxU2w7V_pP-CyB-G5FiSx2Qs5V7i5NClV9o3G2Vx7clZgNMQ_DQYxdw4PLryLC17LW9KGVZ6P9GSV2aD4vU3SbrOLr6wU0IYYxpLm3qczjJxf8AyO5olKzreMy_fncivbGyvZ5W79yqYMfDeKSAavVQedh3RKye_NpQQ0k0kNpYSQhzAszF12fzU5S91M5g3Nn2Zqtcr&c=&ch=
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