
2021

A YEAR IN 
REVIEW
From the opening of the Lehner Family 
Foundation Wild Asia to the significant 
birth of 13 zoo babies to record-
breaking attendance at Wild Lights, 
2021 had some amazing highlights 
as your Akron Zoo continued to 
rebound from the challenges of 
2020. As we look back at 2021, we 
are grateful to be able to continue to 
achieve our mission by caring for the 
natural world, educating people of 
all ages, taking conservation actions 
and serving our community.
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Many milestones happened in 2021 that made for an exciting and eventful year. 
While we faced many challenges like the pandemic, supply chain issues and staffing 
shortages, your Akron Zoo was able to accomplish so much due to the continued 
contributions of our supporters and community.

One of our greatest accomplishments in 2021 was receiving a ‘clean’ 
accreditation inspection report from the Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
(AZA) Accreditation Commission. The Akron Zoo is only the third zoo in 50 
years to receive a clean inspection. This distinguished achievement would 
not have been possible without the dedication and hard work of the Board 
of Directors, zoo staff and volunteers.

The past year marked the end of our seven-year strategic 
and master plan with the opening of the Lehner 
Family Foundation Wild Asia. Now we are looking 
ahead to completing our next strategic and master 
plan, which will cover 2022–2031. We are excited 
for the future as we strive to save wildlife and wild 
places while providing an educational, engaging 
and fun experience for guests to connect to nature 
and make lasting memories.

We are tremendously grateful to all our donors, 
sponsors, community partners, voters, members and 
zoo friends for making the zoo’s mission of inspiring 
lifelong learning and conservation action possible.

Sincerely,

FROM THE

CHAIR & PRESIDENT

ANIMAL NUMBERS

Animal Type Species Total Individuals

Aquatic Invertebrates 52 632

Amphibians 9 38

Birds 71 225

Fish 25 304

Mammals 34 623

Reptiles 27 55

Terrestrial Invertebrates 8 1,670

Total 226 3,547

ATTENDANCE NUMBERS

Total Attendance | 386,163
Wild Lights | 48,454 
Event attendance record, 36% increase

Membership households | 12,808

EDUCATION NUMBERS

Education Programs | 21,685
Field Trips | 8,494
Total Education Reach | 30,179

Michele Santana

Chair, Board of Directors

Douglas M. Piekarz

President & CEO
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CONSERVATION NUMBERS CONSERVATION PARTNERS & PROJECTS

Conservation Programs | 17
Species Survival Plans | 49

USA | 6 
 4 of the 6 are in Ohio, 2 of which 
 are citizen science projects 
 involving local volunteers

Asia | 5
South America | 2
Africa | 2
Global | 2

Akron Zoo Christmas 
 Bird Count, Ohio

Akron Zoo/Hiram College 
 Partnership, Ohio

Center for Conservation, 
 Punta San Juan, Peru

Conservation Planning 
 Specialist Group, Global

Jaguar Species Survival 
 Plan, Belize

Komodo Dragon Species 
 Survival Plan, Indonesia

Madagascar Fauna & Flora 
 Group, Madagascar

Medina Raptor Center, Ohio

Minnesota Zoo Tiger 
 Conservation, Minnesota

Northern White-Cheeked Gibbon 
 Flora & Fauna, Vietnam

Project FrogWatch, Ohio

Rebuilding the Pride, Kenya

Red Panda Network, Nepal

Red Wolf Coalition, 
 North Carolina

Snow Leopard Trust, Asia

Turtle Survival Alliance, Global

Wildlife SOS, India

GLOBAL

U.S.A.
6

ASIA
5

2

SOUTH
AMERICA

2
AFRICA

2
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THANK YOU TO OUR 

SUPPORTERS
The Akron Zoo thrives because of 
our community’s commitment and 
generosity. In 2021, your zoo received 
$2,550,463 in gifts and pledges to 
support operating needs, capital 
improvements, education outreach and 
programming, and animal care and 
welfare. We sincerely appreciate our 
generous benefactors. It is because 
of these champions that your zoo is 
a leader in animal care and welfare, 
education and conservation, while 
providing safe, memorable guest 
experiences for the community.

WILD SOCIETY
Donors who have expressed that they have established a living legacy by naming the zoo in their estate plans.

Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
 Bednarik
Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
 Bevilacqua
Mrs. Maxene D. Darrah
Mrs. Sandra F. Delaria
Ms. Diane Dreier

Dr. and Mrs. Barry 
 J. Greenberg
June D. Kitarich
Ms. Darlene Kosar
Ms. Jessica Kralik
Ms. Susann Moderalli
Ms. Nancy Ray

Ms. Wave Reaume and 
 Ms. Cheryl Lemke
Martha and Dale Simms
Mr. and Mrs. James 
 Snider, II
Stuart Terrass
Mr. Dean Thayer

Ms. Janet Tussing
Ms. Natalie Van Sickle
Ms. Janet K. Walker
Edward and Adelheid 
 Wenhart
Mr. and Mrs. Glen Willis

Mrs. Virginia B. 
 Wojno-Forney
Dianne and Richard 
 Wright

Amos Communications, 
 Inc.
The DJ Crew
Gavin Scott Salon & Spa
Metropolis Popcorn
Nemacolin
Old Carolina Barbecue 
 & Catering Co.

Rooted Professional 
 Genealogy
Smoke the Burger Joint
Sysco Cleveland, Inc.
Tomorrow’s Treasures 
 Picture Framing & 
 Art Gallery

IN-KIND DONATION OVER $1000



$1,000,000 and Over
Anonymous
Landon and Cynthia 
 Knight Foundation
Lehner Family Foundation
Robert O. & Annamae Orr 
 Family Foundation
Citizens of Summit County

$100,000–$999,999
Acme Fresh Market
Akron Children’s Hospital
Akron Community 
 Foundation
Lucy & Emily Beasley 
 Charitable Trust
Blossom J McCall Estate, 
 Forrest Woodall Extr.
A.W. & J. Belle Bowman 
 Charitable Trust
Kenneth L. Calhoun 
 Charitable Trust, 
 KeyBank, Trustee
City of Akron
Coca-Cola Bottling Co. 
 Consolidated
The Mary S. and David 
 C. Corbin Foundation
Mrs. Maxene D. Darrah
Mary and Dr. George 
 L. Demetros Charitable 
 Trust
EdZoocators
FedEx Custom Critical
Mr. and Mrs. James 
 G. Fidler
GAR Foundation

GOJO Industries Inc.
Goodyear Tire & Rubber 
 Company Foundation
Huntington National 
 Bank
Knight Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
 Koutnik
Kresge Foundation
John A. McAlonan Fund 
 of Akron Community 
 Foundation
Northern Ohio Golf 
 Charities & Foundation
Ohio Department of 
 Education
Ohio Department of 
 Natural Resources
Ohio Environmental 
 Protection Agency
Ohio Facilities Construction 
 Commission
Mr. and Mrs. Tony 
 Santana
Roger J. Sherman
Signet Jewelers
Martha and Dale Simms
Sisler McFawn Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. James 
 Snider, II
Synthomer Foundation
Ms. Margaret Tribby
Ms. Natalie Van Sickle
Edward and Adelheid 
 Wenhart
Mr. Alan C. Wilber and 
 Ms. Karol Harrison

$50,000– $99,999
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Berk
Mr. Roger G. Berk and 
 Ms. Ellen Tschappat
Brennan Family 
 Foundation
Mrs. Linda Buchholzer
Buckingham, Doolittle 
 & Burroughs
Burton D. Morgan 
 Foundation
Mrs. Sandra F. Delaria
Dominion Energy 
 Charitable Foundation
FirstMerit Foundation
Folger Nolan Fleming 
 Douglas Inc.
The Grainger Foundation
Hasenstab Architects, Inc.
Hoover Foundation
The House of LaRose
The June D. Kitarich 
 Living Trust
Ms. Linda S. Klais
Mr. and Mrs. David 
 M. Koly
Kyocera SGS Precision 
 Tools
Leiden Conservation 
 Foundation
Louis S. and Mary Myers 
 Foundation
Nichols Trust
PNC Bank
Mr. Charles D. Powell
Charles E. and Mabel 
 M. Ritchie Memorial 
 Foundation

Aladar Simon
Lloyd L. & Louise K. Smith 
 Memorial Foundation
Stark Community 
 Foundation
Timken Foundation
The Welty Family 
 Foundation
Joyce Willis Living Trust

$25,000–$49,999
Ms. Marcia B. Adair and 
 Mr. Dick A. Edwards
F. W. Albrecht Family 
 Foundation
Anonymous
Anonymous
Beacon Journal Fund
Mr. Lawrence C. Best
Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
 Bevilacqua
Glenn R. and Alice V. 
 Boggess Memorial 
 Foundation
Mrs. Ann A. Brennan
Bridgestone Americas 
 Trust Fund
Buckeye Health Plan
Mr. and Mrs. William 
 H. Considine
Copley Feed & Supply
FirstEnergy Corporation
FirstEnergy Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan 
 T. Fulmer
Giant Eagle
GPD Group
Dr. and Mrs. Barry 
 J. Greenberg

The Hershey Foundation
Huntington-Akron 
 Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
 Littman
Macy’s Foundation
Mrs. Orlene Makinson
Marcus Thomas LLC
Martha Holden Jennings 
 Foundation
The Laura R. & Lucian Q. 
	 Moffitt	Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Donald 
 Moul
R.C. Musson and 
 Katharine M. Musson 
 Charitable Foundation
Ohio Department of 
 Development
M. G. O’Neil Foundation
Gertrude F. Orr Trust 
 Advised Fund of ACF
Ms. Jeanne S. Ott
The Reinberger 
 Foundation
Renewal by Andersen
Mr. Michael Russell
The Samuel Reese Willis 
 Foundation
Schwab Charitable
Kenneth A Scott 
 Charitable Trust
SummaCare, Inc.
Time Warner Cable
Mrs. Linda Van Fossen
Dr. and Dr. Thomas 
 J. Vukovich
Mrs. Virginia 
 Wojno-Forney

RESEARCHER SOCIETY
Donors who have made cumulative contributions to the Akron Zoo that total $25,000 or more.



$100,000 and Over 
Anonymous
Citizens of Summit 
 County
Ohio Department of 
 Education

$20,000–$99,999 
Ms. Marcia B. Adair and 
 Mr. Dick A. Edwards
Akron Children’s Hospital
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. James 
 G. Fidler
Ms. Linda S. Klais
Institute of Museum and 
 Library Services
Lehner Family 
 Foundation
Ohio Department of 
 Development
Robert O. & Annamae Orr 
 Family Foundation
PNC Foundation
Mr. Charles D. Powell

$10,000–$19,999 
American Endowment 
 Foundation
Coca-Cola Bottling 
 Co. Consolidated
Huntington-Akron 
 Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
 Koutnik
Burton D. Morgan 
 Foundation
Mr. Michael Russell
Mr. and Mrs. Tony 
 Santana
Mr. Alan C. Wilber and 
 Ms. Karol Harrison

$5,000–$9,999 
Anonymous
Lucy & Emily Beasley 
 Charitable Trust
Bell Music Company
Buckingham, Doolittle 
 & Burroughs

Dominion Energy 
 Charitable Foundation
Giant Eagle
GPD Group
Huntington National 
 Bank
Knight Foundation
M. G. O’Neil Foundation
Sisler McFawn 
 Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Doug 
 M. Piekarz
Synthomer Foundation
WITAN

$1,000–$4,999
Anonymous(3)
Cameron and William 
 Bradford, Jimmy, Sarah 
 and Henry Young
AtNet Plus, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Berk
Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
 Bevilacqua
Glenn R. and Alice V. 
 Boggess Memorial 
 Foundation
Buckeye Corrugated, Inc
Mr. and Mrs. James 
 E. Budiscak
Cardinal Group, Inc.
Dick and Chris 
 Chenoweth Fund 
 of Akron Community 
 Foundation
Ms. Susan Clark
Cohen & Company
Copley Feed & Supply
Ms. Lorna L. Coppula
CTF Partners
Mary and Dr. George 
 L. Demetros Charitable 
 Trust
E. & J. Gallo Winery
Ms. Cynthia Eitner and 
 Mr. Fred Mealy
H.A. Flannery Family and 
 James R. Flannery 
 Family Fund of Akron 
 Community Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Dave 
 Frederick
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan 
 T. Fulmer
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Geise
Dr. and Mrs. John 
 H. Gerstenmaier, Jr.
GLMV Architecture, Inc.
GOJO Industries Inc.
Good Shepherd Lutheran 
 Church
Greenleaf Apothecaries
Hasenstab Architects, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Joe 
 Henninger
Hylant
Martha Holden Jennings 
 Foundation
Kendall House, Inc.
Mrs. Cynthia K. Knight
Koly & Company
Mr. and Mrs. David 
 M. Koly
Dr. and Mrs. David 
 C. Koncal
Mr. and Mrs. Hank Lamm
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
 M. Leiden
Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
 Littman
Lock 15 Brewing 
 Company LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
 S. Lutz
Mr. and Mrs. Edward 
 Mahoney
Dr. Joseph Marcius
Marker, Inc.
Metis Construction 
 Services
Ms. Connie M. Michaels
Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
 L. Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald 
 M. Miller
W. Paul Mills and Thora J. 
Mills Memorial 
 Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. David Nix
Oswald Companies
Perrin Asphalt & Concrete
Mr. and Mrs. Rob Reho
Charles E. and Mabel 
 M. Ritchie Memorial 
 Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Duane 
 C. Roe
Sand Run Pharmacy
Mr. and Mrs. Larry 
 Shaffer
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle 
 Shelton
Simon Consulting, LLC
Lloyd L. and Louise 
 K. Smith Memorial 
 Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. James 
 Snider, II
Mr. and Mrs. John 
 S. Steinhauer
Summa Health
Ms. Rosanne Summerville
Summit County 
 Developmental 
 Disabilities Board
Superior Beverage Group
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin 
 Sutton
Ms. Francine Sylvis
T-Mobile
TC Architects, Inc
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Taylor
Teamsters Local Union 
 No. 508
Mr. and Mrs. Dean 
 Timmons
UBS Financial Services Inc.
Mrs. Linda Van Fossen
Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
 J. Veillette
Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
 F. Walton
The Weitzel Family 
 Foundation
The Welty Family 
 Foundation

The Jane Williams 
 Mahoney Philanthropic 
 Fund at SCF
The Alan and Janice Woll 
 Family Fund of Akron 
 Community Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
 R. Zeleznikar

$500–$999
Mr. and Mrs. Mark 
 J. Adamczyk
Akrochem Corporation
Akron Community 
 Foundation
AMHigley
Mr. and Mrs. Lee 
 Anderson
Anonymous
Mrs. Dana Ash
Mr. and Mrs. David 
 R. Auffenberg
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
 Bader
Mr. and Mrs. Justin Bako
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin 
 Becerra
Ms. Nancy Braun 
 Poliseno
Mrs. Ann A. Brennan
Ms. Candice Carlyon
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen 
 Charlson
Mrs. Sandra F. Delaria
Direction Home Akron 
 Canton Area Agency 
 on Aging
Employers Health
Environmental Design 
 Group
Ms. Lynda L. Farkas
Feth Family Foundation
Girl Scouts of Ohio’s 
 Heartland Council Inc. 
 Troop 1840
Mr. Ned L. Goodman
H. E. Graves Jr. Family 
 Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Haines

EXPLORER SOCIETY
Donors contributing $250 or more to the Akron Zoo’s Annual Animal Fund, January 1–December 31, 2021.



$500–$999 (Cont.)
Mr. and Mrs. Marty 
 Hauser
Mrs. Patricia Hoover
Mr. and Mrs. Dale 
 E. Hughes
Ms. Carol A. Hulsemann
Mr. Steven Johnson and 
 Ms. Laurie B. Zuckerman
Rodney G. Klein Stock 
 Market Museum and 
 Library
Mr. Ronald Kleinman
Mr. and Mrs. Kurt 
 W. Laubinger
Mr. William Lowery
Ms. LuAnn Lukezic
Mr. and Mrs. Jamie 
 McAllister
Michelson Foundation 
 Charitable Trust
Miss Chassity D. Miller 
 and Mr. Robert H. 
 Slaughter
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick 
 S. Neale
Ms. Kyle S. Passmore
Mr. Jonathan T. Pavloff
PNC Bank
Mellissa and Randy Reed
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Read
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Renkas

Mr. and Mrs. John 
 P. Rohrer
Ms. Kristie Shaffer and 
 Mr. James Warner
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Silver
Mr. and Mrs. Walt 
 A. Silver
Mr. and Mrs. David 
 Swindler
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
 N. Tyrrell
Ms. Janet Tussing
Mr. Paul Vidal
Dr. and Dr. Thomas 
 J. Vukovich
Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
 Walker
Walmart Foundation
Mr. Frank Walter
Mr. and Mrs. Larry 
 G. Weitzell, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
 Williams
Mr. Donald J. Williams

$250–$499
Acro Tool & Die Co. Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
 Anderson
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Donald 
 R. Appleby, Jr.
Mr. Brian Auffenberg

Ms. Helen Ball
Ms. Maxine Bates
BDO USA, LLP
Bearded Hero Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Steven 
 C. Caraboolad
Mr. and Mrs. Michael 
 R. Clark
Ms. Judith Collins
Linda and Jeff Criss
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Csipke
Ms. Sharon Cunningham
Mr. Mohamed Darwish 
 and Ms. Diana Stewart
Mr. and Mrs. Michael 
 Davis
Mr. Edward Delaria and 
 Ms. Diana Parry
Mr. and Mrs. Eren 
 Demiray
Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
 Evans
Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
 R. Fleissner
Mr. Bruce S. Ford
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen 
 Foskett
Frances H. and Paul 
 A. Frank Fund of Akron 
 Community Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Ghezzi
Mr. Robert Hall

Mr. and Mrs. Brian 
 K. Harvey
Ms. Olivia 
 Hochschwender
Pam and Adam Holtz
Mr. and Mrs. Heath 
 Homeister
Mr. and Mrs. Brandon 
 Howell
Mr. Ronald J. Imbrogno
Ms. Lynn Jakubec
Mr. and Mrs. Michael 
Janaske
Mrs. Dottie Stiles-Janes
Ms. Nancy Kelley
Mrs. Susan B. Kruder
Mr. and Mrs. John 
 Malinzak
Mr. and Mrs. John 
 Margida
Mr. G. William McIntyre
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick 
 J. McMahon
Metro Lexus
Mr. and Mrs. Michael 
 H. Minns
Mr. David Morgenstern
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy 
 Norfolk
Mr. Larry Ouwerkerk
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
 Popovich

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond 
 V. Reedy
Mr. Jason C. Roberts
Mr. and Mrs. Donald 
 Rudish
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew 
 Saltarelli
Ms. Donna J. Schroeder
Ms. Linda M. Shaw
Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
 L. Shell
Sikich, LLP
Mr. and Mrs. Lynn 
 C. Slaby
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
 Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Leon 
 Staniszewski
Mr. Clinton Stipe
Judges Thomas and 
 Linda Teodosio
Mr. and Dr. Michael 
 Tomas
Mr. and Mrs. Todd 
 A. Trehan
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Tyrrell
Mr. and Ms. Peter 
 Voudouris
Mr. and Mrs. Mark 
 Waickman
Ms. Virginia B. Wojno 
 Forney

EXPLORER SOCIETY (CONTINUED)
Donors contributing $250 or more to the Akron Zoo’s Annual Animal Fund, January 1–December 31, 2021.



Michele Santana, Chair
John Slagter, Vice Chair
Eddie Taylor, Vice Chair
Eren Demiray, Secretary
Sophie Veillette, Treasurer
Beth Reho, Assistant Treasurer
Carole Becerra
Bob Berk
Frank Bevilacqua
Veronica Cook Euell
Jerry Feeman
Dave Frederick
Ryan Fulmer
David George
Leigh Greenfelder
Judge David Hamilton
Carol Hulsemann
Ron Kleinman
David Koly
Bob Littman
Pat McMahon
Nancy Ray
Jim Snider
Craig Stanley
Marco Sommerville
Ben Sutton
Steve Taylor
Judge Tom Teodosio
Elizabeth Voudouris

AKRON ZOO 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Liabilities $2,370,757

Net assets $76,268,847

Total liabilities and net assets $78,639,604

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

AKRON ZOO 
EXECUTIVE TEAM

Doug Piekarz, President & CEO
Linda Criss, Sr. VP & Chief 
 Operating Officer
Pam Holtz, Sr. VP & Chief 
 External Affairs Officer
Mellissa Reed, Sr. VP & 
 Chief Business Officer
Dr. Kim Cook, VP Life Sciences
Michelle Vectirelis, 
 VP People & Culture
Dr. Vince Jeffries, Asst. 
 VP Communications

ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents $16,068,731

Pledges receivable $702,542

Prepaid expenses and other assets $845,737

Inventories $76,409

Property and equipment, net (less depr) $60,946,185

Total assets $78,639,604

As of December 31, 2021 (unaudited)

STATEMENT OF

FINANCIAL
POSITION

7% County tax levy - operations
1% Grants
4% Memberships
1% Services in-kind
11% Admissions & guest services
10% Concessions

OPERATING INCOME36% 
County tax
levy - future 

development

16% 
Special

events &
donations

14% 
Interest

Admin
Special events & fundraising

Memberships
Concessions

Guest services
Education

12%
10%
1%
9%
7%
7%

OPERATING EXPENSES

54% 
Animal care 
& facilities/

grounds


