


LETTER FROM THE

ChaiaSPresident

2025 was a year to remember at the Akron Zoo, laying the foundation for an
exciting and impactful future.

We welcomed 20 life-sized animatronic dinosaurs to our zoo for the first time ever.
Not only did our guests get the chance to learn about some prehistoric species, but
they also got to see firsthand why we advocate for species survival. The response
from our community was undeniably positive and we set a new attendance record
on Sunday of opening weekend for the highest general admission day at 7,336.

In April, the zoo officially broke ground on our new animal hospital. The Tom
and Shelley Koutnik Center for Veterinary Care will open in 2026 and will include
a state-of-the-art surgery suite, intensive care unit and specialized spaces for
species, including birds, hoofstock, primates and large carnivores. This new
animal hospital is essential in allowing us to continue to provide our animals with
exceptional care.

Our female white-cheeked gibbon, Parker, gave birth to a little boy on June
27. Leuco is the second baby for Parker and the zoo’s male gibbon, Milo. They
welcomed Lolani back in 2021. This birth is a joyous moment for the zoo and was a
total team effort. Our animal care team worked with Parker to ensure a successful
delivery, and they worked with Lolani to ensure she was ready to welcome a baby
brother to the family. White-cheeked gibbons are listed as critically endangered by
the IUCN Red List due to habitat loss, so this birth was also a win for the species
as a whole!

The hard work and dedication of our staff cannot go unmentioned. In 2025, we
saw the second highest attendance ever with 415,403 visitors throughout the year.
Our mission is to connect your life to wildlife while inspiring lifelong learning and
conservation action. It is because of our incredible staff that a near record number
of our community members were able to experience this firsthand.

We would also be remiss to not recognize our community and the support they
give. In addition to the support from our Summit County residents, more than
$2.6 million was donated to the zoo providing significant resources for our capital
project, education programs and animal care. We are deeply grateful to our
community for their unwavering commitment in helping make the Akron Zoo the
very best it can be.

On behalf of the Akron Zoo and the animals in our care - thank you for your
continued generosity.

John Slagter
Board Chair

Douglas M. Piekarz
President & CEO




WHITE-CHEEKED GIBBON

On June 27,2025, our adult female
white-cheeked gibbon, Parker,
gave birth to a baby boy!

This is Parker and our male gibbon
Milo’s second offspring. The pair
previously welcomed a female,
Lolani, back in December 2021,
who still resides here at the Akron
Zo0o. Being an older sister is an
important milestone for Lolani as
it helps her develop skills to be a
mother herself.

A couple months after the birth,
we asked the public for help to
name the baby boy. After weeks
of voting, the public landed on
two names: Leuco and Coda.
Those two names were painted
on enrichment and presented
to Parker, Milo and Lolani. The
enrichment item touched by one
of the family members would
be the final name. Dad Milo
selected Leuco (pronounced Loo-

Animal Numbers

Animal Type Species

Aquatic
Invertebrates 85

Amphibians 8

Birds 69
Fish 33
Mammals 29
Reptiles 25

Terrestrial
Invertebrates 6

Total

Total Individuals

Baby Born |

koh), which is from the white-
cheeked gibbon’s scientific name,
Nomascus leucogenys.

White-cheeked gibbons are a
lesser ape species that are native
to Southeast Asia. The species
is listed as critically endangered
by IUCN Red List due to habitat
loss, mainly from deforestation
to create palm oil plantations.
The native population of white-
cheeked gibbons has decreased
about 80% in the last 50 years.

Your Akron Zoo participates in
the Gibbon Species Survival Plan
(SSP), which is a scientifically
managed breeding program
that works to ensure a healthy,
genetically diverse population of
white-cheeked gibbons. The zoo
also plays a leadership role in the
Association of Zoo and Aquariums’
Gibbon SAFE program as Brenna
Erjavec, our occupational health

and safety manager, serves as the
co-chair. SAFE stands for Saving

Animals From Extinction and
focuses the combined expertise
of AZA zoos to help save gibbons.

As Leuco grows, he is quickly
hitting his milestones - sometimes
even a little early. Parker is an
amazing mother and Leuco loves
playing with his big sister, Lolani.
Make sure to visit our gibbon
family of four in 2026 - it’s sure to
be full of excitement!

Attendance Numbers ~

Total Attendance 415,403
Membership Households 12,406

Education Numbers

Education Programs 33,020
Field Trips 35,083
Total Students Engaged 68,103

Guest Engagements

266,540

(Habitat chats, animal encounters, training
wall talks, roamers and Dino Up-Close show)

Total Education Reach 309,568




Thank you to our supporters.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to our generous supporters. Because of you, we are able
to provide exceptional animal care, educate our community about the importance of
conservation and create memorable experiences for every guest.

We are also deeply grateful to our community and the $2.6 million in philanthropic support
provided in 2025. Your heartfelt dedication helps make the Akron Zoo the very best it can
be. Visit akronzoo.org/about-zoo or scan the @R code to view a full list of donors.

AKRON ZOO

Conservation

NUMBERS

From AZA species survival plans at the Akron Zoo to conservation efforts across the globe,
your Akron Zoo proudly partners with organizations dedicated to protecting wildlife and
wild places. Together, these partnerships help safeguard our shared natural world for future generations.

Conservation Initiatives (34) Some SAFE programs receive more than one form of support.
Africa (3) Global (1) SAFE Songbird window

collisions study

Madagascar Flora and Fauna Conservation Planning | .
Group Specialist Group Spotted turtle conservation
Silver fulu - Lake Victoria N America (13) Stark Parks Rehab Center
Cichlid Consortium y S. America (8)
_ . Akron Lights Out - Songbirds v
SORALO - Rebuilding the Pride C for Corridors -
A . 9 American Red Wolf Blaar::sk Ici)c:n ;rr:']azf

s1a ( ) Christmas Bird Count Punta San Juan Penguins
Sl SElCiElellSSE Cuyahoga Valley _National - Humboldt penguin conservation
Partula snails Park - Collaboration - Volunteer on-site project
Red Panda Network Lake Erie Nature and Fundacidon Amaru Selva Eterna
SAFE Gibbon Science Center - Amazon Rainforest Conservation
SAEE Gneng lemeard Medina Raptor Center - Staff-led on-5|-te project -
Sumatran tiger Motus - Songbirds SAFE An.dean- highland flamingo

- AZA Tiger Campaign Ohio Lights Out - Songbirds SAFE Chinchilla

- Staff-led on-site project Osprey Watch Save the Golden Lion Tamarin
White-winged wood duck SAFE American monarch

Species Survival SAFE Programs (10)

Plans (40) » African lion » Gibbon
» American Red Wolf ¢ North American
« Andean highland monarch
flamingo * North American
songbird

* American turtle
« Chinchilla * Red panda

* Snow leopard
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Thank you to
our supporters

We want to express a sincere ‘Thank You’ to
our generous benefactors. It is because of
you that we are able to ensure high quality
animal care, educate community members
on the importance of conservation and
provide a memorable experience for
every guest. We would also like to extend
our gratitude to our community for their
steadfast support in making the Akron Zoo
the best it can possibly be. On behalf of
the Akron Zoo and the animals in our care,

thank youl!

Wild Society

Donors who have expressed that they have established
a living legacy by naming the zoo in their estate plans.

Mrs. Marcia Adair and
Mr. Richard Edwards

Anonymous

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Bednarik

Mr. and Mrs. Frank
Bevilacqua

Mrs. Maxene D. Darrah
Mrs. Sandra F. Delaria

Ms. Diane Dreier

Dr.and Mrs. Barry J.
Greenberg

Kurt and Melody Hahn
Judith Irene Jeffery Trust

The June D. Kitarich
Living Trust

Mr. Ronald J. Kleinman
Ms. Darlene Kosar

Ms. Jessica Kralik

Ms. Susann R. Moderalli
Ms. Nancy Ray

Ms. Wave Reaume and
Ms. Cheryl Lemke

Martha and Dale Simms

Mr.and Mrs. James F.
Snider, Il

Dottie Stiles-Janes
Stuart Terrass

Mr. Dean Thayer

Ms. Margaret N. Tribby

Ms. Janet Tussing
Ms. Natalie Van Sickle
Ms. Janet K. Walker

Edward and Adelheid
Wenhart

Joyce Willis Living Trust

Mrs. Virginia B. Wojno
Forney

Dianne and Richard Wright

Corporate Members

Huntington National Bank

KeyBank

In-kind donation over

$1,000

Bombas

(ity Barbeque
Enbridge

Firestone Country Club

Haunted Ohio / HSHL
Productions / Factory
of Terror, LLC

Jolly Pets
Lala’s in the Lakes
Lori A. Trehan

Marigold Catering & Events
Mr. and Mrs. Richard S. Lutz

0ld Carolina Barbecue
& Catering Co.

Ronald McDonald House
Charities Northeast Ohio

Sysco Cleveland, Inc.
Taylor Made Jewelry
The DJ Crew



Researcher Society

Donors who have made cumulative contributions to the Akron Zoo that total $25,000 or more.

$1,000,000 and Over
Anonymous

(itizens of Summit County
GAR Foundation

Landon and Cynthia Knight
Foundation

The Lehner Family Foundation

Ohio Legislative Service
Commission

Robert 0. & Annamae Orr
Family Foundation

$100,000-$999,999
Acme Fresh Market

Ms. Marcia B. Adair and
Mr. Richard A. Edwards

(ity of Akron

Akron Children’s

Akron Community Foundation
Anonymous

Lucy & Emily Beasley
Charitable Trust

Mr. Roger G. Berk

Mr. and Mrs. Frank P.
Bevilacqua

Blossom J McCall Estate,
Forrest Woodall Extr.

AW. & J. Belle Bowman
Charitable Trust

Kenneth L. Calhoun
Charitable Trust, KeyBank,
Trustee

Dr. and Mrs. Greg Chambers

(oca-Cola Bottling Co.
Consolidated

The Mary S. and David C.
Corbin Foundation

Mrs. Maxene D. Darrah

Mary and Dr. George L.
Demetros Charitable Trust

EdZ00cators
Enbridge

FedEx Custom Critical
Mr. James G. Fidler
60JO Industries Inc.

Goodyear Tire & Rubber
Company Foundation

The Hoover Foundation

Huntington National Bank
Judith Irene Jeffery Trust
Ms. Linda S. Klais

Knight Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. David M. Koly

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
Koutnik

Kresge Foundation

John A. McAlonan Fund
of Akron Community
Foundation

Burton D. Morgan Foundation
Bill Napier

Northern Ohio Golf Charities
& Foundation

Ohio Department of Education

Ohio Department of Natural
Resources

Ohio Environmental
Protection Agency

Ohio Facilities Construction
(ommission

PNC Foundation

Mr. Charles D. Powell

Mr. and Mrs. Tony Santana
Mr. Roger J. Sherman
Signet Jewelers

Martha and Dale Simms
Sisler McFawn Foundation

Lloyd L. & Louise K. Smith
Memorial Foundation

Mr.and Mrs. James F.
Snider, Il

Stark Community Foundation
Sustainable Cities Fund
Synthomer Foundation

Lori & Collin Trehan

Ms. Margaret A. Tribby

Ms. Natalie Van Sickle

Edward and Adelheid
Wenhart

Mr. Alan C. Wilber

$50,000-$99,999
Anonymous (2)

ARPA VIP

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Berk

Glenn R. and Alice V.
Boggess Memorial
Foundation

Brennan Family Foundation
Mrs. Linda Buchholzer

Buckingham, Doolittle
& Burroughs

Copley Feed & Supply
Mrs. Sandra . Delaria
FirstEnergy Foundation
FirstMerit Foundation

Folger Nolan Fleming
Douglas Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Ryan T. Fulmer
GPD Group

The Grainger Foundation
Hasenstab Architects, Inc.
The Hillier Family Foundation
The House of LaRose
Huntington-Akron Foundation

Institute of Museum and
Library Services

The June D. Kitarich
Living Trust

Kyocera SGS Precision Tools

Leiden Conservation
Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Littman

R.C. Musson and Katharine
M. Musson Charitable
Foundation

Louis S. and Mary Myers
Foundation

Nichols Trust
M. G. 0’Neil Foundation

Charles E. and Mabel M.
Ritchie Memorial
Foundation

Aladar Simon
SummaCare/Summa Health
Timken Foundation
Margaret A Tribby Trust

Mrs. Linda A. Van Fossen

Drs. Thomas and Diane
Vukovich

The Welty Family Foundation
Joyce Willis Living Trust
Woodland Park Zoo

§25,000-$49,999

k. W. Albrecht Family
Foundation

Anonymous (2)
AtNet Plus, Inc.
Beacon Journal Fund
Mr. Lawrence (. Best
Mrs. Ann A. Brennan

Bridgestone Americas
Trust Fund

Buckeye Health Plan

Mr. and Mrs. William
H. Considine

FirstEnergy Corporation
Daralee and Tom Ghinder
Giant Eagle

Dr.and Mrs. Barry J.
Greenburg

The Hershey Foundation
Ms. Carol A. Hulsemann

Martha Holden Jennings
Foundation

Macy’s Foundation
Mrs. Orlene Makinson
Marcus Thomas LLC
Ms. Connie M. Michaels

The Laura R. & Lucian Q.
Moffitt Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Moul

Ohio Department of
Development

Gertrude F. Orr Trust
Advised Fund of Akron
Community Foundation

Ms. Jeanne S. Ott

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas M.
Piekarz

Mr.and Mrs. Roger Read
The Reinberger Foundation
Renewal by Andersen

Kenneth A Scott Charitable
Trust

Mr. and Mrs. John Slagter
Time Warner Cable

Mr.and Mrs. Thomas N. Tyrrell
Mr.and Mrs. Charles F. Walton

The Samuel Reese Willis
Foundation

Mrs. Virginia B.
Wojno-Forney



Explorer Society

Donors contributing $250 or more to the Akron Zoo’s Annual Animal Fund, January 1-December 31, 2025.

$100,000 and Over
Anonymous

The Chambers’ Family
(haritable Fund

(itizens of Summit County
GAR Foundation

Bill Napier

PNC Foundation

Margaret A Tribby Trust

$20,000-599,999
Mr. James G. Fidler
Ms. Linda S. Klais

The Lehner Family
Foundation

Ms. Gwendolyn R. Mack

Ohio Environmental
Protection Agency

The Read Family Fund

Mr. and Mrs. James F.
Snider, Il

$10,000-$19,999
Akron Children’s
Anonymous

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
W. Bevan

Enbridge

Huntington National Bank

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
Koutnik

Burton D. Morgan Foundation

Northern Ohio Golf Charities
& Foundation

M. G. 0’Neil Foundation

The William E. Shanafelt
Philanthropic Fund at
Stark Community
Foundation

$5,000-%9,999
Anonymous (2)

Lucy & Emily Beasley
Charitable Trust
Mr.and Mrs. Frank
P. Bevilacqua
Kenneth L. Calhoun
(Charitable Trust,
KeyBank, Trustee

The Christ Foundation
Ms. Lorna L. Coppula
Mrs. Sandra F. Delaria

Dorsett Family Charitable
Fund, an American
Endowment Foundation
Donor Advised Fund

GPD Group

Mrs. Rita S. Howard
Huntington-Akron Foundation
KeyBank

LaVonne Neale

The Joan M. and Louis B.
Perry Family Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Tony Santana

Schrank Family Fund
of Akron Community
Foundation

Sisler McFawn Foundation

Lloyd L. & Louise K. Smith
Memorial Foundation

Mr.and Mrs. John
S. Steinhauer

Lori & Collin Trehan

Thomas N. and Diane M.
Tyrrell Family Foundation

$1,000-$4,999
Ms. Virginia Addicott
ADM Board

(ity of Akron

Akron-Canton Regional
Foodbank

Akron/Summit Convention
& Visitors Bureau, Inc.

Alpha Phi Alpha Foundation

Amazon

Anonymous (4)

ARCOA Group

AtNet Plus, Inc.

Thomas L. and Annette M.
Bader Charitable Fund at
DAFgiving360

Constance Arnold Bair

Tracy Balmer

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Berk

Glenn R. and Alice V. Boggess
Memorial Foundation

Charles E. and Mary K. Booth
Family Fund of Akron
Community Foundation

Mary Jane and Jack Brown

Buckingham, Doolittle &
Burroughs

(ohen & Company
(opley Feed & Supply
Judith M. Davis

Mr. Edward C. Delaria, Jr.

Mary and Dr. George L.
Demetros Charitable Trust

Mr. Thomas Dicarlo
Engineering Excellence

Gerald Filler and Carla
Mongelluzzi Charitable
Fund

FirstEnergy Corporation

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Frederick
E. & J. Gallo Winery
Marilyn Germano

Mr. and Mrs. Richard D.
Heldenfels

Joe D. Henninger

Higley Construction

Mr. Gary Holland

Hoover Kacyon, LLC

|GS Energy

Mr. Ronald J. Imbrogno

Thomas Kaufman

Kaulig Giving/Kaulig
(ompanies

Jackson Kelly, PLLC

Kent State University
Tuscarawas

The Leo, Sarah and David
Kielson Community Fund

Mr. and Mrs. David M. Koly

Mr. and Mrs. James
P. Kovach

Lipari Foods

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Littman

The Longville Family

Charitable Fund at
Schwab Charitable

Love Ewe Fund at
DAFgiving360

Mr. and Mrs. Richard S. Lutz

The Jane Williams Mahoney
Philanthropic Fund
at Stark Community
Foundation

Majestic Care of Kent
Karen and Antonio Marallo

The Maynard Family
Foundation

Ms. Connie M. Michaels
Mr.and Mrs. Ronald M. Miller

W. Paul Mills and Thora J.
Mills Memorial Foundation

The Laura R. & Lucian Q.
Moffitt Foundation

Mr. Sean 0°Connor and
Dr. Nancy 0°Connor

The Jeffrey L Rabbitt Donor
Advised Fund

Mr.and Mrs. Robert L.
Reho, Jr.

Renewal by Andersen

Charles E. and Mabel
M. Ritchie Memorial
Foundation

Dr.and Mrs. Duane (. Roe
Securitas Technology

Sikich LLP

Mr. and Mrs. Jason Silver
Simon Consulting, LLC

Mr. and Mrs. John Slagter
Stark Community Foundation
SummaCare/Summa Health

Summit County Children
Services

Summit County Developmental
Disabilities Board

County of Summit
Executive’s Office

Summit County Fiscal Office

Summit County Land
Reutilization Corporation

Summit Engineered Products

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin
P. Sutton

Sysco Cleveland, Inc.

Teamsters Local Union
No. 507

The Andrea Rose Teodosio
Memorial Foundation

Beverly and Dean Timmons
Towpath Credit Union

The Turner Construction
(ompany Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Vukoder
W3 Financial Group

Mr. and Mrs. Charles
F. Walton

Therese and Pete Ware
Scott D Weiner Family Trust
The Welty Family Foundation
Mr. Donald J. Williams

The Women’s Fund at Stark
Community Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Frank R.
Zeleznikar

$500-$999
Akrochem Corporation

Akron Metropolitan Housing
Authority

Ms. Marjorie K. Aleva

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Anderson
Anonymous (4)

Buckeye Corrugated, Inc
(ardinal Group, Inc.
(avanaugh Building

Mr.and Mrs. Michael
P. Cochran

Steve Comunale and
Jane Prem

(TF Partners
Mr.and Mrs. Michael Damon

Mr. Mohamed Darwish and
Ms. Diana L. Stewart

David and April Deming
(haritable Fund

Mr. Ken DiCarlo

Direction Home Akron
(anton Area Agency on
Aging & Disabilities

Dr. and Mrs. Paul R.
Fleissner, Jr.

FM Global

Foundations Health Solutions

The Gentle Vet, LLC



Dr.and Mrs. John H.
Gerstenmaier, Jr.

The Goodyear Tire & Rubber
Company

Mr. David Grau

The H. E. Graves Jr. Family
Foundation

The Grubbs Family Fund
Lorraine Hart

Hasenstab Architects, Inc.
Hylant

Invictus High School

Ms. Lynn Jakubec

Rodney G. Klein Stock Market
Museum and Library

Mr.and Mrs. Kurt W.
Laubinger

Leadership Akron

Todd Lenhart

Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Litz
Steve Magovac

Ashley and Mike Manfull
Marker, Inc.

Mr. Bill McIntyre

Merryweather Family Fund
of Akron Community
Foundataion

Metro Regional Transit
Authority

Michelson Foundation
Charitable Trust

Ms. Darlene J. Mullett

Ohlin & Reed Consulting
Engineers Inc

(athryn and Michael
0’Malley

Oswald Companies
Ms. Kyle S. Passmore

Progressive Insurance
Foundation

Joann and James Putnam
Mr. and Mrs. Brian F. Renkas
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Rohrer
Sand Run Pharmacy

Mrs. Margaret D. Shaffer

Mary Anne and Jeff
Sidebotham

Mrs. Donna Skoda

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel
@. Smith

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Smith
Dottie Stiles-Janes

Nathan and Elizabeth
Stuyvesant

Mr. and Mrs. David
A. Swindler

Tansy Run Farms
TC Architects, Inc
Thompson Electric

Piscazzi Family Spirits LLC
dba Towpath Distillery

TRIAD Advertising & Marketing
Mrs. Linda A. Van Fossen
Mr. Paul E. Vidal

Mr. James Visintainer and
Ms. Amy Milsted

(andice and Mark Watkins
Paul and Janice Weaver

The Weitzel Family
Foundation

Mrs. Nancy A. Welch
Chris Williams
Ms. Debra K. Zellers

Mr. Steven Johnson and
Ms. Laurie B. Zuckerman

Diana and Mark Zuranski

$250-$499

Ms. Marcia B. Adair and
Mr. Richard A. Edwards

Mr. and Mrs. Mark J.
Adamczyk

Anonymous (3)
Mrs. Dana Ash

Mr.and Mrs. David
R. Auffenberg

(raig and Kim Bates

Mrs. Mary Jo Bethem

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Bonus
Samuel Chapin

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Chase
Mr. Cary W. Chatelain

Ms. Paula Christ

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Clark
Karen and Bruce Coleman
Mrs. Robin Compton

Linda, James and Jacob
Diefendorff

Electric Impulse, Inc.

Environmental Design
Group

Mr. Bruce S. Ford
Ms. Diana G. Gay

Peter and Patricia Geise
Family Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Scott A. Ghezzi
Daralee and Tom Ghinder

Mr. Louis J. Giffels and Ms.
Dana Howell

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Harrah
Mr. and Mrs. Gary A. Harris
Pam and Adam Holtz

Ms. Sharon J. Kimmy
Pamela J. Kokomoor

Dr. and Mrs. David C. Koncal
Matt Kopchick

Ryan and Marta Lavery

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Lloyd

Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Lutz
Mr. and Mrs. John Malinzak

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick
J. McMahon

Mrs. Kristine L. Mogen

Mr. Larry J. Ouwerkerk
(yndi Palazzo

Mr. Jonathan T. Pavloff
Doug and Kim Piekarz

Mr. and Mrs. Michael
D. Pekarek

Mr.and Mrs. Michael Pera
Pledgeling Foundation

Monette Richards and Steve
Schlosnagle

Mrs. Lois J. Rudish

Mr.and Mrs. Kevin W. Schaffner
Ms. Shelby Schaffner

Mr. and Mrs. Mark I. Shapiro
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Shell
Mr.and Mrs. Andrew Shepperd
Mr. and Mrs. Walt A. Silver
Ms. Darilyn Simon

Sandra Slutz

Virginia Smith

Mr. Jeff Sunderland
DIIENTEN

Mr. Paul Szymborski

Mr. and Mrs. Steve H. Taylor
Taylor Oswald

Mr. Ed Theiss and
Mr. Bradley Neikirk

Ms. Julie A. Toth

Mr.and Mrs. Tim Tyrrell

Mr.and Mrs. Robert
J. Veillette

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Waickman
Mr. Allen Wass

Mr.and Mrs. Larry G.
Weitzell, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. Witmer
Ms. Sheryl Yankovich



akr‘.‘m ZO0O STATEMENT OF
Financial Position

As of December 31, 2025 (unaudited)

28% OPERATING INCOME

County Tax
Levy - Future 1% Pledges

Development 10% Admissions & Guest Services

County

Tax Levy - 3% Grants

Operations 10% Concessions

3% Interest

OPERATING EXPENSES

Concessions 9%
Guest Services 6%
Admin 10%
Education 7%
Special Events & Fundraising 10%

Memberships 1%

ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents

11% Special Events & Donations
5% Memberships
28% 1% Services In-kind

57%
Animal Care
& Facilities/

Grounds

$30,542,932

Pledges receivable

$2,305,363

Prepaid expenses and other assets

$292,744

Inventories

$78,973

Property and equipment, net (less depr)

$68,539,075

Total assets

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

Liabilities

$101,759,087

$5,033,045

Net assets

$96,726,042

Total liabilities and net assets

$101,759,087

AKRON ZOO
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

John Slagter, Chair
Eddie Taylor, Vice Chair
Sophie Veillette, Vice Chair
Eren Demiray, Secretary
Beth Reho, Treasurer
Bob Berk

Frank Bevilacqua
Patrick Bravo

Veronica Cook-Euell
Lisa Dalpiaz

Dave Frederick

Anusha Gibson

Leigh Greenfelder

Carol Hulsemann

Ron Kleinman

David Koly

Bob Littman

Patrick McMahon
Cathryn O’Malley

Nancy Ray

Michele Santana
Bethanne Scruggs

Jim Snider

Craig Stanley

Ben Sutton

Steve Taylor

Tom Teodosio

Candice Watkins

Jeff Wilhite

Joan Williams

AKRON ZOO
EXECUTIVE TEAM

Doug Piekarz, President & CEO

Linda Criss, Chief Operating
Officer

Pam Holtz, Chief External Affairs
& Community Impact Officer

Bob Lessnau, Chief Life Sciences
Officer

Mike Manfull, Chief Financial
Officer

Dr. Vince Jeffries, VP of Facilities
& Communications

Michelle Vectirelis, VP of People
& Culture




During summer of 2025, the Akron Zoo traveled back
to prehistoric times! We welcomed 20 life-sized,
animatronic dinosaurs, comprised of 15 different
species. Many of the dinosaurs moved and made
noise and were spread throughout the zoo. Guests
were able to enjoy the dinosaurs at no additional cost!

On top of the dinosaurs, guests experienced a full
integrated visit. Children were able to use imaginative
play in the Dino Lab and Nursery, which featured
interactive and education activities. Each day featured
the Dino Up-Close show, where visitors were able to
meet baby dinosaurs, Morris and Ducky, and T-Rex,
Caesar. Food served in the Komodo Kingdom Café
and other food stands took a prehistoric theme, plus
several events during the summer were dino-themed.

The dinosaurs were a huge hit! On opening weekend,
broke our record for highest general admission day,
with 7,336 guests visiting in one day! DinoTrek, which
was presented by Huntington Bank, ran from May 10
through Sept. 14. During that time period, we saw a
10% increase in attendance over the same time period
in 2024. DinoTrek also contributed to our second-
highest annual attendance at 415,403.

With the success of DinoTrek, we are excited to bring
the dinosaurs back in 2026, with returning fan-favorite
species, along with many new species!



BUILDS ON 20
YEARS OF IMPACT

A milestone celebration marked the 20th anniversary

of Summer Safari - an event that was the zoo’s most
successful fundraising event to date.

Building upon two decades of tradition, the record-
breaking achievements of 2025 reflect the passion
and commitment of countless supporters who have
championed this event over the years. Thanks to
the tremendous generosity of the Summer Safari
Committee, lead by honorary chairs Patrick Bravo
and Michael Wilson, our sponsors, donors and guests,
Summer Safari welcomed 534 attendees and raised
more than $240,000 - setting new records for both
attendance and revenue and making a meaningful
difference in advancing the Akron Zoo’s mission.

Your Akron Zoo’s education department has been
renamed. When you consider the successes of the
department in 2025, it becomes obvious that the
name Learning Engagement and Impact is a better
description of how we serve our community. The work
being done in this department is more than simply
educating our community about animals; we are
making connections through engaging opportunities
and working hand-in-hand with our community to
support our youth, all while promoting lifelong learning.

This past year our team has conducted a wide variety
of programming for young learners across northeast
Ohio. Some of these programs explore topics like
environmental advocacy, biomimicry, problem-based
learning challenges and building social emotional skills
like sharing and waiting your turn. These and many other
programs have created an impact in those we serve.
We've identified increases in science concepts as well as
an increase in student attitudes toward protecting nature.

Our team is passionate about engaging all learners at
the zoo. In the park, our staff and volunteers engage

Engaging our Community

With  unforgettable animal encounters, lively
entertainment and a delicious food and beverage
trail winding through the park, Summer Safari once
again showcased the impact of coming together for
a shared purpose. Proceeds from the event directly
support the Akron Zoo’s world-class animal care, global
conservation initiatives and educational programming
that inspire thousands of young learners each year. We
look forward to growing these efforts for years to come.

To our sponsors, food purveyors, in-kind donors,
volunteers and every guest who joined us - thank you.
Your partnership makes this incredible success possible!

We hope to celebrate with you this year - Please save
the date for Summer Safari on Friday, Aug. 7, 2026!

with guests through habitat

chats, training wall talks, animal

encounters and behind-the-scenes

tours. The guest feedback shows that we .x
are making an impact here as well. Guests
have indicated that they have gained a better
understanding of how zoos take care of their animals
and work to save species in their native habitats.
Seeing this impact, we are excited to do more.

As we move forward, we look forward to expanding
our reach. We will continue to provide great care for
our animal ambassadors and share them with our
guests. We will also continue to engage our school
community in STEM-based programming and provide
up-close experiences for all our guests. Looking ahead
to 2026, we will introduce a new empathy program,
where our animal ambassadors will help students learn
to build important empathy skills.

We can’t wait to provide more learning, more
engagement and share the impact we are making.
Then we will take a nap.



Vision
To create excitement and stir passion

in every visitor to become a champion
of our natural world.

Mission
We connect your life to wildlife
while inspiring lifelong learning and
conservation action.
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