
2023

A YEAR IN 
REVIEW
From three snowy owlets 
hatching, to the addition of a 
new species – Patagonian maras 
named Bonita and Bettina – your 
Akron Zoo has a lot to celebrate. 
As we look back on 2023, we 
reminisce on all of the great 
accomplishments we’ve achieved 
and reflect on our goals for 2024. 
We are grateful to be able to 
continue to care for our natural 
world, inspire lifelong learning 
in all of our guests and bring the 
message of conservation to the 
members of our community.



Your Akron Zoo has had an inspiring 2023!

We remain steadfast in our mission to connect your life to wildlife while 
inspiring lifelong learning and conservation action. 

This year, the Akron Zoo saw efforts more than 20 years in the making 
come to fruition. Two Akron Zoo staff members, Animal Care Manager 
Kathleen Balogh and Zookeeper Elizabeth Maille, traveled to Tahiti to 
release more than 1,000 Partula snails bred here at the Akron Zoo. 

This species was declared extinct in the wild in the 1990s. With the help 
of organizations from around the world, more than 25,000 snails have 
been released in the last nine years, making this the largest reintroduction 
of a species extinct in the wild.

In May, we became the first zoo in Ohio and the first organization in Summit 
County to receive the Age-Friendly Seal of Approval from the Better 
Business Bureau. The Seal of Approval certifies the zoo meets criteria in three key areas – physical environment, 
customer experience and marketing materials – which ensure accessibility and quality service for older adults. In 
all our plans, we consider accessibility, and it is an honor to be the first zoo in Ohio to receive this certification.

We joined with the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) and other AZA-accredited facilities on 30x30, which 
advances the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework and their goal to protect at least 30% of the 
planet by 2030. The data is clear – we need to work together to truly make a difference for wildlife and future 
generations.

The work we are doing at your Akron Zoo could not be done without our donors, sponsors, community partners, 
voters, members and zoo friends. With your support, we truly are creating champions of our natural world.

Sincerely,

Douglas M. Piekarz

President & CEO

FROM THE

CHAIR & PRESIDENT

Michele Santana

Chair, Board of Directors

ANIMAL NUMBERS

Animal Type	 Species	 Total Individuals

Aquatic Invertebrates	 57	 749

Amphibians 7 32

Birds 65 193

Fish 36 342

Mammals 35 771

Reptiles 24 45

Terrestrial Invertebrates	 10	 882

Total 234 3,014

ATTENDANCE NUMBERS

Total Attendance | 412,251
Wild Lights | 41,123
Membership Households | 13,213

EDUCATION NUMBERS

Education Programs | 33,491
(Students engaged in Akron Zoo education programs)

Field Trips | 35,462 (Students attending Akron Zoo field trips)

Roamer Connections with Visitors | 34,252
Total Education Reach | 103,205



CONSERVATION NUMBERS

GLOBAL
U.S.A.

9
ASIA

OCEANIA

72

SOUTH
AMERICA

3
AFRICA

3 1

7 are in Ohio and 4 are citizen science 
programs with local volunteers.

SAFE Programs | 6
Species Survival Plans | 41

• Global | 2
• USA | 9

• Asia | 7
• South America | 3

• Africa | 3
• Oceania | 1

Conservation Programs | 25

CONSERVATION PARTNERS & PROJECTS

AZA Tiger Conservation Campaign 
Sumatra, Indonesia

Audubon Christmas Bird Count, Ohio

Conservación, Peru

Conservation Planning Specialist 
Group, Global

Fauna & Flora: White-Cheeked 
Gibbon Project, Vietnam

FrogWatch: Akron Zoo Chapter, Ohio

FrogWatch USA

Jaguar SSP, Cockscomb Basin, Belize

Kasiisi Project, Uganda

Komodo Dragon SSP, Indonesia

Madagascar Fauna and Flora, 
Toamasina Province, Madagascar

Medina Raptor Center, Ohio

OH Lepidopterist Society, Ohio

Lights Out Akron-Canton, Ohio

Partula Snail Project, Tahiti, 
French Polynesia 

Red Panda Network, Nepal

Red Wolf Coalition, NC, USA

Punta San Juan Conservation 
Initiative, Peru

Snow Leopard Trust, Asia

SORALO: Rebuilding the Pride, 
Southern Rift Valley, Kenya 

Spotted Turtle Conservation Project 
(SPOTD), Ohio

Turtle Survival Alliance, Global

White-Winged Wood Duck 
Research, Assam, India

Wildlife Restoration Foundation, Ohio

Wildlife SOS, India



WILD SOCIETY
Donors who have expressed that they have established 
a living legacy by naming the zoo in their estate plans. Acme Fresh Market

Akron Public Schools
The DJ Crew
Ernie’s Bicycle Shops
Euell Consulting 

Group, LLC
Firestone Country Club
E. & J. Gallo Winery
Goodyear Tire & Rubber 
	 Company Foundation
Luca Italian Cuisine

Mary Ann Lutz
Meglio Salon & Spa
Old Carolina Barbecue 

& Catering Co.
Saffron Patch
Ms. Kristie Shaffer
Shinola
Sir Troys Toy Kingdom LLC
Sysco Cleveland, Inc.
Taylor Made Jewelry
Todaro’s

IN-KIND DONATION OVER $1,000

THANK YOU TO OUR 

SUPPORTERS
We want to express a sincere ‘Thank You’ to 
our generous benefactors. It is because of your 
gifts and pledges that your zoo is a leader in 
animal care, education and conservation, and 
is able to provide a memorable experience for 
the community. We would also like to extend 
our thanks to the members of our community 
who continue to support our efforts in making 
the Akron Zoo the best it can possibly be. On 
behalf of the Akron Zoo and the animals in our 
care, thank you!

Visit www.akronzoo.org/about-zoo or scan
the QR code to view a full list of donors.

Mrs. Marcia Adair and 
Mr. Richard Edwards 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Bednarik
Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
	 Bevilacqua
Mrs. Maxene D. Darrah
Mrs. Sandra F. Delaria
Ms. Diane Dreier
Dr. and Mrs. Barry 

J. Greenberg
Kurt and Melody Hahn
Judith Irene Jeffery Trust
The June D. Kitarich 

Living Trust

Mr. Ronald J. Kleinman
Ms. Darlene Kosar
Ms. Jessica Kralik
Ms. Susann R. Moderalli
Ms. Nancy Ray
Ms. Wave Reaume and 
	 Ms. Cheryl Lemke
Martha and Dale Simms
Mr. and Mrs. James 

F. Snider, II
Dottie Stiles-Janes
Stuart Terrass
Mr. Dean Thayer

Ms. Margaret N. Tribby
Ms. Janet Tussing
Ms. Natalie Van Sickle
Ms. Janet K. Walker
Edward and Adelheid 
	 Wenhart
Joyce Willis Living Trust
Mrs. Virginia B. 
	 Wojno-Forney
Dianne and Richard 
	 Wright



$1,000,000 and Over
Anonymous
Landon and Cynthia 

Knight Foundation
The Lehner Family 
	 Foundation
Robert O. & Annamae Orr 

Family Foundation
Citizens of Summit 
	 County

$100,000–$999,999
Acme Fresh Market
Ms. Marcia B. Adair and 

Mr. Richard A. Edwards
City of Akron
Akron Children’s
Akron Community 
	 Foundation
Anonymous
Lucy & Emily Beasley 

Charitable Trust
Mr. Roger G. Berk
Blossom J McCall Estate, 
	 Forrest Woodall Extr.
A.W. & J. Belle Bowman 

Charitable Trust
Kenneth L. Calhoun 
	 Charitable Trust, 
	 KeyBank, Trustee
Coca-Cola Bottling 
	 Co. Consolidated
The Mary S. and David 

C. Corbin Foundation
Mrs. Maxene D. Darrah
Mary and Dr. George 

L. Demetros Charitable 
Trust

Dominion Energy 
Charitable Foundation

EdZoocators
FedEx Custom Critical
Mr. James G. Fidler
GAR Foundation
GOJO Industries Inc.
Goodyear Tire & Rubber 
	 Company Foundation

Huntington National Bank
Judith Irene Jeffery Trust
Ms. Linda S. Klais
Knight Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. David 

M. Koly
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
	 Koutnik
Kresge Foundation
John A. McAlonan Fund 

of Akron Community 
	 Foundation
Burton D. Morgan 
	 Foundation
Northern Ohio Golf 

Charities & Foundation
Ohio Department 
	 of Education
Ohio Department 

of Natural Resources
Ohio Environmental 
	 Protection Agency
Ohio Facilities 
	 Construction 
	 Commission
PNC Foundation
Mr. Charles D. Powell
Mr. and Mrs. Tony 
	 Santana
Mr. Roger J. Sherman
Signet Jewelers
Martha and Dale Simms
Sisler McFawn Foundation
Lloyd L. & Louise K. Smith 
	 Memorial Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. James 

F. Snider, II
Stark Community 
	 Foundation
Synthomer Foundation
Lori & Collin Trehan
Ms. Margaret A. Tribby
Ms. Natalie Van Sickle
Edward and Adelheid 
	 Wenhart
Mr. Alan C. Wilber

$50,000–$99,999
Anonymous (2)
ARPA VIP
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Berk
Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
	 Bevilacqua
Brennan Family 
	 Foundation
Mrs. Linda Buchholzer
Buckingham, Doolittle 

& Burroughs
Copley Feed & Supply
Mrs. Sandra F. Delaria
FirstMerit Foundation
Folger Nolan Fleming 

Douglas Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan 

T. Fulmer
GPD Group
The Grainger Foundation
Hasenstab Architects, Inc.
The Hillier Family 
	 Foundation
The Hoover Foundation
The House of LaRose
Huntington-Akron 
	 Foundation
Institute of Museum 

and Library Services
The June D. Kitarich 

Living Trust
Kyocera SGS Precision 
	 Tools
Leiden Conservation 
	 Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
	 Littman
Louis S. and Mary Myers 
	 Foundation
Nichols Trust
M. G. O’Neil Foundation
Charles E. and Mabel 

M. Ritchie Memorial 
Foundation

Aladar Simon
Timken Foundation

Mrs. Linda A. Van Fossen
The Welty Family 
	 Foundation
Joyce Willis Living Trust

$25,000–$49,999
F. W. Albrecht Family 
	 Foundation
Anonymous (2)
Beacon Journal Fund
Mr. Lawrence C. Best
Glenn R. and Alice V. 

Boggess Memorial 
	 Foundation
Mrs. Ann A. Brennan
Bridgestone Americas 

Trust Fund
Buckeye Health Plan
Dr. and Mrs. Greg 
	 Chambers
Mr. and Mrs. William 

H. Considine
FirstEnergy Corporation
FirstEnergy Foundation
Giant Eagle
Dr. and Mrs. Barry 

J. Greenburg
The Hershey Foundation
Ms. Carol A. Hulsemann
Martha Holden Jennings 
	 Foundation
Macy’s Foundation
Mrs. Orlene Makinson
Marcus Thomas LLC
The Laura R. & Lucian 
Q. Moffitt Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Moul
R.C. Musson and 

Katharine M. Musson 
Charitable Foundation

Ohio Department 
of Development

Gertrude F. Orr Trust 
Advised Fund of Akron 
Community Foundation

Ms. Jeanne S. Ott

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas 
M. Piekarz

The Reinberger 
	 Foundation
Renewal by Andersen
Kenneth A. Scott 

Charitable Trust
SummaCare/Summa 
	 Health
Time Warner Cable
Drs. Thomas and 

Diane Vukovich
Mr. and Mrs. Charles 

F. Walton
The Samuel Reese 

Willis Foundation
Mrs. Virginia B. 
	 Wojno-Forney

RESEARCHER SOCIETY
Donors who have made cumulative contributions to the Akron Zoo that total $25,000 or more.



$100,000 and Over 
Citizens of Summit County
Judith Irene Jeffery Trust
Mr. and Mrs. David 

M. Koly 
The Lehner Family 
	 Foundation
Lori & Collin Trehan

$20,000–$99,999 
Ms. Marcia B. Adair and 

Mr. Richard A. Edwards
Akron Children’s
Anonymous
ARPA VIP
Mr. Roger G. Berk
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Berk
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan T. Fulmer
Institute of Museum and 

Library Services
Ms. Linda S. Klais
Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
	 Littman
Robert O. & Annamae Orr 

Family Foundation
PNC Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Santana
Mr. and Mrs. James 

F. Snider, II

$10,000–$19,999 
Anonymous
Lucy & Emily Beasley 

Charitable Trust
Linda and Jeff Criss
Mr. James G. Fidler
Pam and Adam Holtz
Huntington National 
	 Bank
Ms. Candice Jones 

Carlyon and Mr. Mark 
	 Watkins
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
	 Koutnik
Burton D. Morgan 
	 Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas 

M. Piekarz
Mellissa and Randy Reed

Mr. and Mrs. Rob Reho
Lloyd L. & Louise K. Smith 
	 Memorial Foundation
Mr. Alan C. Wilber

$5,000–$9,999
Anonymous (3)
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 

W. Bevan
Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
	 Bevilacqua
Allyson and Deron Boyd
Buckingham, Doolittle 

& Burroughs
Mrs. Sandra F. Delaria
Dominion Energy 

Charitable Foundation
FirstEnergy Foundation
GPD Group
The Hoover Foundation
Ms. Carol A. Hulsemann
Tari and Keith Kaufman
Ohio Department 

of Development
M. G. O’Neil Foundation
The Joan M. and Louis B. 
	 Perry Family Foundation
Charles E. and Mabel 

M. Ritchie Memorial 
Foundation

The William E. Shanafelt 
Philanthropic Fund 
at Stark Community 

	 Foundation
Sisler McFawn Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Taylor
Mr. Thomas A. Teodosio 

and Judge Linda T. 
	 Teodosio
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 

N. Tyrrell
Michelle and Dave 
	 Vectirelis
Mr. and Mrs. Robert 

J. Veillette
Mr. and Mrs. Charles 

F. Walton
The Welty Family 
	 Foundation

$1,000–$4,999
Akron/Summit Convention 
	 & Visitors Bureau, Inc.
Amazon
Anonymous (3)
AtNet Plus, Inc.
AxessPointe Community 

Health Center
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin 
	 Becerra
Board of Directors Annual 

Giving Fund of Akron 
Community Foundation

Buckeye Corrugated, Inc
Cardinal Group, Inc.
Cohen & Company
Copley Feed & Supply
The Craig J. Culler Trust
Judith M. Davis
Mary and Dr. George L. 

Demetros Charitable 
	 Trust
Charles C. and Dorathea 

S. Dilley Fund of Akron 
Community Foundation

E. & J. Gallo Winery
Mr. and Mrs. Aaron 

C. Edwards
Mr. and Mrs. Dave 
	 Frederick
The Sherry and Denny 

Fulmer Charitable Fund 
at Stark Community 

	 Foundation
GLMV Architecture, Inc.
Ms. Leigh Greenfelder 

and Ms. Jennifer Kulics
Mr. and Mrs. Joe 

D. Henninger
The Albert M. Higley Co.
Hylant
IGS Energy
Jackson Kelly, PLLC
Mr. Vincent P. Jeffries 

and Mr. Bill McCallum
Kaulig Giving/Kaulig 
	 Companies

Arthur Kelly Fund of 
Akron Community 

	 Foundation
Mr. Ronald J. Kleinman
Mr. and Mrs. Richard 

S. Lutz
Ms. Caroline M. Lutz
The Jane Williams 

Mahoney Philanthropic 
Fund at Stark Community 
Foundation

Karen and Antonio Marallo
Marker, Inc.
The Maynard Family 
	 Foundation
Ms. Connie M. Michaels
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald 

M. Miller
W. Paul Mills and Thora

J. Mills Memorial 
Foundation

The Laura R. & Lucian 
Q. Moffitt Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick 
S. Neale

Mr. and Mrs. David 
M. Nix

Oswald Companies
Rapid Mailing Services
Mr. Christopher B. Roddy 
	 and Ms. Jessica Jackson
Dr. and Mrs. Duane C. Roe
Dr. and Mrs. Matthew 

G. Saltarelli
Sand Run Pharmacy
Sikich, LLP
Mr. James S. Simon
Mr. and Mrs. John Slagter
Stark Community 
Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. John 

S. Steinhauer
StoryPoint Senior Living
The Grace Wallace 

Sullivan Field of 
Interest Fund at Stark 
Community Foundation

SummaCare, Inc.

Summit Construction
Summit County Children 
	 Services
Summit County 
	 Developmental 

Disabilities Board
Summit Engineered 
	 Products
Summit Testing & 

Inspection Company
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin 
	 Sutton
Sysco Cleveland, Inc.
TC Architects, Inc
Teamsters Local Union 

No. 507
The Andrea Rose 

Teodosio Memorial 
	 Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Randy 

K. Thomas
Thompson Electric
Dean and Beverly 
	 Timmons
TRIAD Advertising 

& Marketing
Ms. Patricia A. Villers
W3 Global Accounting, LLC
The Weitzel Family 
	 Foundation
WellNow Urgent Care
Mr. Donald J. Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Frank 

R. Zeleznikar

$500–$999
Acme Fresh Market
ADM Board
Akrochem Corporation
Alco-Chem, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Joe 
Anderson
Anonymous (2)
Aurora City Schools
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 

L. Bader
Mr. and Mrs. Justin Bako
Bell Music Company

EXPLORER SOCIETY
Donors contributing $250 or more to the Akron Zoo’s Annual Animal Fund, January 1–December 31, 2023.



EXPLORER SOCIETY (CONTINUED)
Donors contributing $250 or more to the Akron Zoo’s Annual Animal Fund, January 1–December 31, 2023.

$500–$999 (Cont.)
Julia Rea Bianchi
Charles E. and Mary 

K. Booth Family Fund
of Akron Community 
Foundation

CTF Partners
Mr. Edward C. Delaria 
	 and Ms. Diana Parry
Mr. and Mrs. Eren Demiray
Drs. Clifford and Sandra 
	 Deveny
Direction Home Akron 

Canton Area Agency 
on Aging

F. W. Albrecht Family 
	 Foundation
Feth Family Foundation
FirstEnergy Corporation
Foundations Health 
	 Solutions
Nikki Gelonese
Dr. and Mrs. John 

H. Gerstenmaier, Jr.
Mr. Louis J. Giffels and 

Ms. Dana Howell
GOJO Industries Inc.
The H. E. Graves Jr. 

Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Richard 

D. Heldenfels
KeyBank
Rodney G. Klein Stock 

Market Museum and 
	 Library
Mr. and Mrs. Hank Lamm
Bob and Terri Lessnau
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick 

J. McMahon

Michelson Foundation 
Charitable Trust

Mr. Doug A. Miller
Ms. Georgina Murphy
The North American 
	 Coal Corporation
Mr. and Mrs. Jon 
	 Pagniano
The Partners in Giving 

Fund at Stark Community 
	 Foundation
Ms. Kyle S. Passmore
Piscazzi Family Spirits LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey 

L. Rabbitt
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Renkas
Mr. and Mrs. John Rohrer
Mr. and Mrs. John 

A. Russell
Ms. Shelby Schaffner
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Shelton
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Silver
Mr. and Mrs. Walt A. Silver
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel 

G. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Nathan 

R. Storme
Mr. and Mrs. David 

A. Swindler
Mr. and Mrs. Erik 
	 Thompson
Mr. and Dr. Michael 

J. Tomas, III
Towpath Credit Union
Walmart
Mr. Frank Walter
Julie and Kavaughn 
	 Wheeler

Mr. Steven Johnson and 
Ms. Laurie B. Zuckerman

$250–$499
Mr. and Mrs. Mark 

J. Adamczyk
Anonymous
Mr. Brian Auffenberg
Mr. and Mrs. David 

R. Auffenberg
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Bates
Mr. Patrick Bravo and 
	 Mr. Michael Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. James 

E. Budiscak
Ms. Michelle J. Camou 
	 and Mr. Derek Tucker
Mr. and Mrs. Steven 

C. Caraboolad
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen 

F. Charlson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Chase
Ms. Paula Christ
Mr. and Mrs. Michael 

P. Cochran
Mrs. Robin Compton
The Rebecca D. and 

William H. Considine 
Family Fund

Mr. Mohamed Darwish 
and Ms. Diana L. Stewart

Mr. and Mrs. Ken DiCarlo
Mr. Thomas Dicarlo
Mr. Jacob Diefendorff
Electric Impulse, Inc.
Environmental Design 
	 Group
Euell Consulting Group, LLC
Mr. Bruce S. Ford

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Geise
Mr. and Mrs. Darrnell 
	 Gibson
Mrs. Rita S. Howard
Keriann Hurst and 

James Grant
Mr. Ronald J. Imbrogno
Todd and Laura Kiick 

Charitable Gift Fund
Ms. Sharon J. Kimmy
Mr. and Mrs. Kurt 

W. Laubinger
Mr. and Mrs. Charles 

R. Lutz
Mr. G. William McIntyre
Ms. Merideth M. Metcalf 
and Mr. Spencer E. Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Michael 

H. Minns
Ms. Darlene J. Mullett
Akron NAACP
Mr. David Nash
Ms. Heather Otto
Mr. Larry Ouwerkerk
Mr. Jonathan T. Pavloff
Mr. and Mrs. Michael 

D. Pekarek
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Pera
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
	 Popovich
Mr. and Mrs. James 
	 Schaefer
Progressive Insurance 
	 Foundation
Raytheon Technologies
Crystal R. Rivers
Councilwoman Gloria 

J. Rodgers

Roetzel & Andress, LPA
Mr. and Mrs. James 
	 Schaefer
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin 

W. Schaffner
Ms. Donna J. Schroeder
Mr. and Mrs. Mark 

I. Shapiro
Mrs. Shannon T. Sheck 

and Mr. Ethan E. 
	 Rigg-Renner
Mrs. and Mr. Julie Sheets
Mr. and Mrs. Robert 

L. Shell
Mr. and Mrs. Lynn C. Slaby
Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Slutz
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
	 Smith
Dr. and Mrs. John Sutton
Ms. Laurie Takacs
Ms. Julie A. Toth
Kathleen Turner
Ms. Janet Tussing
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Tyrrell
Mr. Paul Vidal
Mr. James Visintainer 

and Ms. Amy Milsted
Peggy Walchalk
Mr. and Mrs. Larry 

G. Weitzell, Jr.
Mrs. Claudia Weltman
Mrs. Virginia B. 
	 Wojno-Forney



Michele Santana, Chair
John Slagter, Vice Chair
Eddie Taylor, Vice Chair
Eren Demiray, Secretary
Beth Reho, Treasurer
Carole Becerra
Bob Berk
Frank Bevilacqua
Patrick Bravo
Candice Carlyon
Veronica Cook-Euell
Dave Frederick
Ryan Fulmer
Anusha Gibson
Leigh Greenfelder
Judge David Hamilton
Carol Hulsemann
Ron Kleinman
David Koly
Bob Littman
Pat McMahon
Nancy Ray
Gloria Rodgers
Bethanne Scruggs
Jim Snider
Marco Sommerville
Craig Stanley
Ben Sutton
Steve Taylor
Tom Teodosio
Sophia Veillette

AKRON ZOO 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Liabilities	   $3,003,928  

Net assets	   $85,805,316  

Total liabilities and net assets	   $88,809,244  

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

AKRON ZOO 
EXECUTIVE TEAM

Doug Piekarz, President & CEO
Linda Criss, Sr. VP & Chief 

Operating Officer
Pam Holtz, Sr. VP & Chief 
	 External Affairs Officer
Mellissa Reed, Sr. VP & 

Chief Business Officer
Dr. Vince Jeffries, VP of 

Communications & Education
Bob Lessnau, VP of Life Sciences
Michelle Vectirelis, VP of 

People & Culture

ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents	  $24,140,838  

Pledges receivable	   $1,512,985  

Prepaid expenses and other assets	   $487,940  

Inventories	   $119,786  

Property and equipment, net (less depr)	   $62,547,695  

Total assets	   $88,809,244  

As of December 31, 2023 (unaudited)

STATEMENT OF

FINANCIAL
POSITION

28% 
County Tax

Levy - Future 
Development

28% 
County Tax Levy 

- Operations

OPERATING INCOME

6%	 Pledges
9%	 Admissions & Guest Services
9%	 Special Events & Donations
5%	 Memberships
1%	 Services In-kind
9%	 Concessions
5%	 Interest

Membership
Special Events & Fundraising

Education
Admin

Guest Services
Concessions

1%
9%
8%
10%
7%
9%

OPERATING EXPENSES

56% 
Animal care 
& facilities/

grounds




